
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

“Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.” 

Isaiah 40:26 
 

Bear and I had a rare opportunity to view a full solar eclipse in Spain two weeks ago.  It’s hard to explain 

what it’s like to experience such a unique phenomenon.  The late afternoon sun slowly disappeared until 

the moment of totality…that magical almost two minutes when everything went dark except for the sun’s 

corona, which was pulsating and dancing in a full visual circle around the perimeter of the moon.  Those 

of us on the ground were left simply staring up at the sky in awe and wonder at the beauty of it all.  Some 

were moved to tears.  Others were laughing and squealing like giddy school children.  And a few of us 

were moved to quiet praise and worship.  It was truly an unforgettable experience.  

 

I couldn’t help but wonder what the ancient peoples must have thought when they experienced        

something similar.  Many of them did not have the scientific knowledge to know about the solar system 

and the planetary orbits that came together to cause an eclipse of the sun.  Understandably, many 

thought it was a bad omen.  They had somehow angered the deities…or there was a cosmic battle going 

on…or a giant beast had begun to devour the sun.  All of those scenarios would have inspired great fear…

and much begging and pleading and prayer.  Even Isaiah invited his fellow believers to look up at the 

skies to marvel at all that God had created.  But what if they had looked up in the sky to see a                 

disappearing sun in the middle of the daytime?  That too would have been interpreted as a message from 

God…and likely not a pleasant message.   

 

But we now know that a solar eclipse is a natural (and predictable) phenomenon.  It is not to be feared, 

but enjoyed.  We don’t see it as bad omen or warning.  Yet we’re living in an age when so often science is 

pitted as an enemy of faith.  We also visited a museum while in Spain that traces the origins of               

humanity.  They have found human remains there that are believed to date well over a million years old.  

I was surprised how many people on the trip wanted to know what I thought about that as a pastor.  I 

simply smiled and said I was as fascinated by these discoveries as they were.  I appreciate the science 

and scientists who are doing painstaking work to detail out the origins of humanity.  The ‘how’ question 

is important, but as a person of faith I am more interested in the ‘why’ question.  Why are we here?  Why 

was this all put into motion with such precision and with such predictable patterns (like solar eclipses)?  

Like Isaiah, I am left looking up in the sky in awe and wonder and worship! 

Brian                  
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Roger Clark: continued prayers for Roger as he 

heals from a broken back 

Dawn Frost: prayers for Dawn as she addresses 

some gastro-intestinal issues 

Margaret Steinrichter: prayers for Margaret as 

she recovers from an infection 

Doug Trenton: prayers for Doug after a recent 

diagnosis of a rare heart disease  

Jim and Anya Krokee: prayers of thanks that 

Anya has returned home 

Keith McQueen: continued prayers for La Donna 

Dwyer’s bonus dad as he continues under hospice 

care 

Andi Sanders: continued prayers for Andi after 

being diagnosed with kidney disease 

J Williams: continued prayers for J as he battles 

some health issues 

Cliff McReynolds: continued prayers for Cliff as 

he deals with long-Covid 

Kay Orsini & Family: prayers for Kay following 

the death of her daughter, Julie, last week 

Chris DenHartog: prayers for Mike’s brother   

following a recent diagnosis of a brain disease 

Dan Mulligan: continued prayers for Dan as he 

continues a long battle with terminal cancer 

Judi Harris: prayers for Nancy Fowler’s niece   

following a recent diagnosis of a brain disease  

Bob BonDurant: continued prayers for Lyn   

Beattie’s brother after growing weaker with      

Parkinson’s 

Joulie Medosch: continued prayers for Susan 

Linder’s friend following a diagnosis of breast    

cancer  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

July Giving Update 
We are grateful for your continued support of our 

ministry.  The following are our giving totals through 

the end of July (the first month of our fiscal year). 
 

General Fund (July)               General Fund (1 Month) 

Budgeted: $16,148             Budgeted: $ 16,148 

Received: $11,589            Received: $ 11,589 

9/2     Mike & LaDonna Dwyer 

9/3     Pete & Mariette Mendoza 

9/10   Christian & Kaitlyn Julian 

9/11    Mike & Peggy Neal 

9/17    Rick & Marilyn Zanchetta 

9/21    Don & Charlene Hill 

 
9/8       Pam Deitz, Raquel Osbourne, 
              Debbie Bishop-Kirkpatrick 

9/13     Jan Julian 

9/16     Chris Gille 

9/18     Lily Rose Osbourne, Ezra Rehmar 

9/21     Art Montoya, Brenda McQueen, 

             Kay Orsini 

9/23    Andi Sanders 

9/25    Amanda Gille 

 

TUESDAY NIGHT SMALL GROUP  
 6:00 pm 

 

 

Contact the church office for the link and passcode 
for this Zoom meeting. We e-mail the discussion 
questions on  Monday and the topic for discussion 
is the previous  Sunday’s scripture  and  message. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING DEVOTION 
 8:00 am 

 

You are invited to listen to Pastor Brian’s Wednesday 
Morning devotion on the PBCC Facebook page or on 
our website at pbchristian.com at 8:00am every 
Wednesday morning. It’s a great way to begin your 
morning. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ZOOM 
BIBLE STUDY - 7 pm 

 

The Wednesday night Bible Study is continuing a study of 
the book of Job. The group meets via Zoom on         
Wednesdays at 7pm, so if you would like the zoom link, 
contact the church office. 

HOUR OF PRAYER 
 

Mondays, 5:30-6:30PM 
You are welcome to drop in anytime during 

that hour to spend some time in quiet           

reflection and prayer. 



 

New Bible Study Begins Sept. 20 
September is the symbolic beginning of a new church 
year, which makes it the perfect time to make a “new 
year’s resolution”: to take part in the Sunday        
morning Bible studies! Reading and discussing        
scripture with PBCC friends is a wonderful, stress-
free way to deepen faith and build community. 
 

This fall our focus will be on three of the most          
neglected books in the Bible (and that’s saying a lot!): 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Even regular 
Bible readers sometimes skip over these books,        
regarding them as dry, obsolete law codes. In fact, 
however, these books, if read selectively, have much 
to teach us about loving neighbors, welcoming 
strangers, caring for the poor, and living as a holy 
people. In short, a careful selection of passages can 
make these texts come alive! 
 

Come join the conversation! We meet from 9:00 to 
10:00 on Sunday mornings in the fellowship area, 
and by Zoom. 

First Sunday Fellowship 
This month, we will not be serving food on            
September 6th, the first Sunday of the month,          
because the following Sunday we will be sharing a 
picnic lunch at Kate Sessions Park. See you there. 

 

Week of Compassion 
 

Week of Compassion is more than a week. Week of 

Compassion is a ministry of the whole Church,      

serving vulnerable communities throughout the 

world. Any time and anywhere we respond to a need, 

we bear witness to the unity of the Lord's Table, faith-

fully sharing the gifts that we have received as an    

expression of Christ's love. Currently we are               

accepting donations for disaster relief  for recovery 

efforts and for those affected by the earthquakes 

throughout the world. The needs are 

great. Week of Compassion envelopes 

can be found in the chairs in the     

sanctuary. Thank you for your            

donations. 

Worship in the Park and Picnic 

September 13th   
 

We hope you will join us for our annual Worship 

in the Park and Picnic on Sept. 13th, beginning at 

10:45am. We invite you to dress comfortably and 

bring a chair or blanket to sit on. We will be 

gathering at the north end of Kate Sessions Park, 

under the trees and nearest the children’s play 

area.  There will also be a potluck BBQ following 

the  service. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be 

provided (along with some non-meat                  

alternatives). We have dessert covered so please 

bring a side dish, salad, or other appetizer. Enjoy 

worshiping outdoors with your church family. 

 

Young Adult Bonfire-Sept. 3rd 

We have recently begun a monthly young adult 

gathering to better connect our younger adults 

to one another and to the church.  Our new    

worship leaders, Brian & Jordan Mageo-

Sausser, are hosting the next gathering…a      

bonfire near their home in Ocean Beach on 

Thursday, Sept. 3rd, beginning at 7pm.  The 

gathering is intended for our young adults in 

their 20’s and 30’s.  Please reach out to Pastor 

Brian if you are interested in more details.  



Pride Gathering-October 3rd 

Our thanks to all those who volunteered at last 

month’s Pride Festival in Balboa Park.  We    

partnered with Beloved again this year, who will 

also be hosting a special dedication of the prayer 

chain that was created during the two-day      

Festival.  The dedication will take place as a part 

of an outdoor worship service at St. Peter’s    

Episcopal Church in Del Mar on Saturday, Oct. 

3rd, at 4pm.  All our Pride volunteers are encour-

aged to join us for this shared service, but all are 

welcome whether you were able to volunteer or 

not.  Mark your calendars now and more            

details will be forthcoming as we get closer.  

Thank you!   

Tijuana House Build-October 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church has been helping to build houses for the 

working poor of Mexico who are living on the       

outskirts of Tijuana for over 20 years. Many live in 

dilapidated shantytowns with no access to running 

water, no paved roads, no real protection from the 

weather, and no means of securing their belongings. 

The Project Mercy houses are built on a cement slab 

to provide a sturdy foundation off the dirt, a large 

open area downstairs for gathering and cooking, a 

loft for sleeping, and windows and doors to provide 

security and to allow for natural light and             

ventilation. The houses are built in a day by a team 

of volunteers that includes both skilled and            

unskilled workers. In addition to providing a family 

with permanent shelter, we also get a chance to   

connect with the poor and understand better how 

they are impacted by the economic and political    

realities in our world. To learn more about Project 

Mercy you can visit their website at 

www.projectmercy.net. To volunteer on an             

upcoming home build you can contact Janice at                                             

administrator@pbchristian.com or call 858– 483-

4504. There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway. Pastor’s Book Club-Sept. 27 

Our next Book Club book was     
written by our very own, Michael 
Kinnamon.  The book is entitled 
The Witness of Religion in an Age of 
Fear. While published in 2017, it 
remains as   relevant today as it was 
then.  Fear is a natural part of our 
human experience, yet it is also of-

ten used as a tool by those who try to manipulate 
our thinking and how we view the world.  How 
might faith act as a counter-balance to our fear?  
Join us as    Michael helps us explore important 
ways to think about both fear and faith.  Books  
will be  available on the welcome table at the 
church or on-line. Our discussion with the au-
thor will take place on Sept. 27 at 6pm via Zoom. 
 

Music Night – Sept. 24 
Join us for a casual get-together where we'll talk 

about ways to get more people involved in PB 

Christian's worship services! Whether you play an 

instrument, love to sing, have a secret talent you've 

been wanting to share, or just want to get involved 

in any way you can, we'd love to have you attend. 

Place: PB Christian Church 

Date & Time: September 24, 6-7:30pm. 

What to bring: 

• -instrument (if it's portable) 

• questions, ideas, and comments 

-Brian and Jordan 



REFLECTION  

Remember to Smile 

God is clearly a fan of giving us fresh starts. We can 

see examples of God’s offer of a fresh start in the     

sacraments of Baptism and Reconciliation, in        

covenants God made in the Old Testament, and in 

the many Gospel stories of people Jesus healed. 

Fresh starts are everywhere in our relationship with 

God, so the question becomes whether we’re          

prepared to take God up on that offer. Think about  

the story of the rich young man, who asks Jesus what 

he needs to do to gain eternal life. Jesus gives him an 

incredible offer, “Drop everything and follow me; 

start fresh.” Unfortunately, at least in that moment, 

the young man just couldn’t take the offer.          

Something held him back. This September, perhaps 

it would do us all well to take some time to think 

about what is holding us back from a fresh start. Is it 

time to give up a bad habit? To devote more of our 

precious time to those in our lives who need that 

time more than we do? Whatever the case may be, let 

us all experience the excitement, the freedom, and 

the beauty that come with the fresh start that God      

unfailingly offers to us all.—-Cara Callbeck 

 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/tag/freedom/
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

       
 
 
 

 

 1) 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Small Group 

2) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 
 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 

3) 
7-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 
6:30pm 
Young Adult 

Bonfire 

4) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

5) 
 

6)  
 
 
 

 
 
 

7)     Office  
Closed- 

Labor Day 
Holiday 

 

5:30pm 
Hour of Prayer 

 

7-8pm 
AA Men’s  
Meeting 

8) 
 
  
 
6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 

9) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 
 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 

10) 
 

7-8am 
AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 
 
 

 

11)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

12) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

13)  
Worship in 

the Park and  
Picnic 

10:45AM 
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14) 
5:30pm 

Hour of 
Prayer 

 
 

 
 

7-8pm 
AA Men’s  
Meeting 

15) 
 

 
 
6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 

16)  
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 
 

7:00pm 
Bible Study 

17) 
7-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 

 

18) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

19) 
 
 
 

 

20)  
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

 
 
 

 

21) 

5:30pm 
Hour of Prayer 

 
7pm 
Board Meeting 

 
7-8pm 

AA Men’s  
Meeting 

22) 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 

23) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 
 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 

24)  
7-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 
 
6-7:30pm 
Music Night 

25) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

26) 
 

27) 

9:00am 
Bible Study 

 
6:00pm 
Pastor’s Book 

Club 

4 

28) 

5:30pm 
Hour of Prayer 
 

 
 

7-8pm 
AA Men’s  
Meeting 

29) 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 

30) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 

   

 

Let us not grow 
weary of doing 
good, for in due 
season we will 
reap, if we do 
not give up."  

 
Galatians 6:9 

      

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

              Worship Service 

10:30am 

& 

Live Stream 

Pbchristian.com 

Or Facebook 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

MISSIONS 

SUNDAY 


