
Pacific Beach Christian Church 
The Front Porch-February 23, 2023 

“Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” 

Matthew 4:20 

 

When I was growing up I had a good friend I went to school with named Hugh.  Hugh had seven sisters and 

he was the only boy in the family.  I had one sister, but like Hugh, I was the only boy.  So both of us enjoyed 

some male bonding time.  I really liked going to Hugh’s house.  He had a lot of freedom (after all, what     

parent could keep track of all those kids???).  He was also about a year older than me and a lot more        

courageous.  He was always pushing the envelope and exploring all kinds of ways to take advantage of that 

freedom (none of which I will name here, but you probably get the idea).  I admired his confidence and 

courage.  In fact, I distinctly remember being about 12 years old and thinking I need to be more like Hugh.  

He stretched me out of my comfort zone and got me to do things I wouldn’t normally have done (which 

wasn’t always a good thing, I might add).  

 

It makes me wonder...is that the way the disciples felt about Jesus?  Matthew tells the story of Jesus         

encountering Peter and Andrew while tending their nets by the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus invites them to follow 

him.  And “immediately they left their nets and followed him.”  A few verses later Matthew tells us that     

Jesus encountered James and John, also fishing, and “immediately they left the boat and their father, and 

followed him” (Matthew 4:22).  Poor dad.  They must have seen something in Jesus they were drawn to.  

So much so, they were willing to leave behind what was familiar and comfortable (not to mention their         

father) to follow him.  That took some courage...and some faith.    

 

We have just entered into the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday yesterday.  Lent provides 40 days (plus 

Sundays) between now and Easter to accept Jesus’ invitation to “follow me”.  Are we willing and able to    

accept his invitation...even if it means leaving some things behind?  What would you have to leave behind 

to follow Jesus more closely?  Doubt?  Fear?  Control?  Resentment?  Anxiety?  Busyness?  Distraction?  

Self-consumption?  Grief?  Despair?  Judgment?  Gossip?  Certainty?  Materialism?  Addiction?  Pride?  

Lust?  Greed?  Image?   Some of those are as familiar and comfortable to us as fishing nets and boats were 

to the disciples.  Could we really just choose to leave them behind to follow Jesus?  Lent gives us the next 6 

½ weeks to find out.  May you and I embark on this journey with the same courage and conviction the     

disciples seemed to have.  Their lives were never the same.  Are you willing to risk that?      

         Lenten blessings, 

                   Brian 



 
 

 

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

03/09 Malia Butler 

03/11 Susana Clark 

03/12 Mike Dwyer 

03/14 Janice Calabrese 

03/17 David Lloyd 

03/18 Anna May Southworth 

03/19 Carolyn Hernandez 

03/25 Bobbie Davila 

03/26 Doug Sovinsky 

03/27 Karen Ruberg 

  

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

03/20 Doug & Sylvia Trenton 

03/28 Gary & Carolyn Hernandez 

Don Hill: prayers of thanks that Don is healing 

well following recent eye surgery 

Anna May and Laura Southworth: prayers for 

both as they recover from Covid 

David Smith: continued prayers for David as he 

heals following a surgery to repair his broken leg 

Bob Hudson and Family: continued prayers for 

Bob, Teri and Will as they navigate Bob’s ALS        

together 

Marjorie Swailes: prayers of thanks that        

Marjorie is healing well following her recent fall 

Donna Wright: prayers for Pastor Brian’s mother 

as she battles a serious infection 

Emma Garrard: prayers for Mike DeBreau’s 

niece who has been hospitalized with heart issues 

Rachel Moore: prayers for Chris Moore’s    

daughter as she is being treated after being badly 

burned 

Michael Hairston: continued prayers for      

Charlene Hill’s brother after being hospitalized    

recently following a fall 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE 
STUDY 

 

The Wednesday night Bible Study is studying the book of             

2 Samuel. The group meets via Zoom on Wednesdays at 7pm, 

so if you would like the Zoom link contact Carolyn    Hernandez 

or the church office. All are welcome for this meaningful time of 

study, prayer and fellowship. 

TUESDAY NIGHT SMALL 
GROUP 6:00 pm 

 

Contact the church office for the Zoom link and 

passcode for this Zoom meeting. We e-mail out   

discussion questions on Monday and the topic for 

discussion is the previous Sunday’s scripture and        

message. 

JANUARY Giving Update 
We are grateful for your continued support of our 

ministry during this challenging time. The              

following are our giving totals through the end of  

January (the seventh month of our 2022-23 fiscal 

year). 
 

General Fund (January)         General Fund (Seven  Months) 

Budgeted:  $18,950      Budgeted:  $117,490 

 Received:   $10,745                  Received:   $100,409 
 

Building Fund (January)        Building Fund (Seven Months)     

Budgeted:  $2,168                               Budgeted:  $15,176 

Received: $1,275                      Received:  $15,128 

02/25 Sophia Meyer 

02/27 Minnie Leitner 

02/27 Alex Montiero  

 

Move Your Clocks  1 Hour Ahead 

Saturday, March 12th 

(after 2am) 

 



 

IN MEMORIAM 
MILLI PALAFERRI 

It is not without some sadness and grief that we  

released Milli Palaferri into God’s eternal kingdom 

last week.  Milli had been living in a board and care 

home for the last year and a half as she battled     

dementia and some other health-related issues.  But 

Milli has also left her mark on many of us with her 

joyful spirit, kind and thoughtful cards and notes, 

and her deep and abiding love for God and for her 

church family.  There will be a service to honor and 

remember her on Saturday, March 25th, at 11am.  

Please make plans to join us as we give thanks for 

Milli’s light and life.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millicent F. Palaferri 

November 23, 1935 – February 15, 2023 

INTERFAITH SHELTER            
NETWORK  

Our thanks to those who volunteered to 
help with this year’s Interfaith Shelter    
Network at PB United Methodist Church.  

We are grateful to Doug and   Sylvia Trenton, Janice 
Calabrese, and Carolyn Hernandez, Michael Kinna-
mon and Catherine Madrigal for helping to provide 
meals.  We are also grateful to Art Montoya and     
Brian Daly for doing overnights. And finally, a big 
thank you to Chris and Irene Ibanez and their crew 
for helping with the set-up.  Your contributions made 
a difference.  So thank you for embodying the love of 
God for our houseless neighbors in need of a          
hand-up!   

Week of Compassion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The needs are great in Turkey and Syria following the dev-
astating earthquakes that have killed some 50,000 people 
and left many more injured and homeless.  If you would 
like to help with the relief efforts please direct a gift through 
the church to “Week of Compassion” and we will make 
sure to designate those gifts for earthquake relief.  Thank 
you! 

PB Interfaith Coalition Evening of 

Music Tonight at 6:30pm 
 

Come join us for a    

special evening of        

Interfaith music and 

sharing tonight at the 

Bahai Center begin-

ning at 6:30pm.     

Music not only helps 

us to express our love 

for God, but it also 

provides a beautiful 

opportunity for us to 

connect meaningfully 

with our neighbors 

from other faith      

traditions who also 

use music to express their faith.  So come share an 

evening of celebration and bridge-building this   

evening!  



 

 BIBLE STUDY  
 

There may be no book of the Bible more beloved than the 
Psalms.  This collection of 150 poems contains the full 
range of human emotions, including doubt, fear, sorrow, 
and vengeance.  But through it all is woven the great 
theme of trust in God, the Author of creation and              
redemption.  This winter we  have the opportunity to 
read and reflect on the Psalms along with our PBCC  
family and friends.  This 10-week series of discussions 
began on    Sunday, January 8th.  We meet from  9-10am 
in the fellowship area where hot coffee is  available!  For 
those unable to be with us in person, Zoom is made avail-
able as well.  Psalms is the book of Hebrew scripture 
most quoted in the New Testament.  As this indicates, 
these praise     poems were extremely important to early 
Christians, and they have remained central to the wor-
ship and spiritual life of the church.  Come study in com-
munity!  Your presence will enrich us all. 
 

  Rev. Michael Kinnamon, Ph.D.    

New Recovery Meeting  

 “Live at Five” 
Several former participants from our Recovery in 

Christ (RIC) group have been brainstorming on 

some ways to launch a new meeting that will better 

meet the needs of those in our church and wider 

community who are looking for an AA meeting with 

a spiritual focus and openness.  The result is a new 

meeting called “Live at Five” that will meet on Friday 

evenings at 5pm beginning on March 3rd.  Anyone 

either seeking sobriety or working to maintain        

sobriety from alcohol and drug addiction are         

welcome. 
 

RUBY BIRTS TURNED 95! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Kansas City Chiefs may have won this year’s Su-
per Bowl game (congratulations Hudson family!), 
but the Urban Street Angels will be the recipients of 
our special “Souper Bowl of Caring” offering.  Gifts 
are still coming in at this point, but to date we have    
received almost $500 in donations for this local      
non-profit doing amazing work in helping care for 
and transition homeless young adults in our         
community.  If you would still like to give a gift it’s 
not too late.  You can do so on-line by clicking the 
PayPal button on our website or you can send in a 
check made payable to the church.  Just make sure 
to designate your gift for the “Souper Bowl”.  Thank 
you!   



THIS 

SUNDAY 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 1) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

7:00pm 
Bible Study 

Zoom 

2) 
7:00am-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

6:30pm 
Worship  
Rehearsal 

3) 
World Day of 

Prayer 
 
5:00pm 

Live at Five 
Recovery 

4) 
 

5)     Second 
Sunday In Lent 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
11:30am 
Food Fellowship 
2:00pm 

City Church 

6) 
 
 
 
7pm-8pm 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

7) 
6:00pm 

Small Group 
Zoom 

 

 

8) 
 

8:00am 
Morning 
Devotion 

7:00pm 
Bible Study 

Zoom 

9) 
7:00am-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

6:30pm 
Worship  
Rehearsal 

10) 
5:00pm 

Live at Five 
Recovery 

11) Founder’s 
Day 

Chapman 
Univ. 

 
 
Spring 
Forward 1 hr   

12)    Third 
Sunday In Lent 

9:00am 
Bible Study 

 
 
2:00pm 

City Church 
 

13) 

 
 
 
 
7pm-8pm 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

14) 
6:00pm 

Small Group 
Zoom 

 
 

15) 
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 
 

 

 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 
Zoom 

16) 
7:00am-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 
 
6:30pm 

Worship  
Rehearsal 

17)  
St. Patrick’s 

Day 
5:00pm 

Live at Five 
Recovery 

7:00pm 
Family 

Movie Night 

18) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19) 
 

Fourth Sunday 
In Lent 

 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

2:00pm 
City Church 

 
6:00pm   

Pastor’s Book 
Club 

 

20) 
 

7pm-8pm 
AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 
7:00pm 
Board Meeting 

 

21) 
 

6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 
 
 
 

22)  
8:00am 

Morning 
Devotion 

 

 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 
Zoom 

23)  
 

7:00am-8am 
AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 

 
6:30pm 

Worship  
Rehearsal 

24) 
 

5:00pm 
Live at Five 
Recovery 

25) 

11:00am 

Memorial  

Service for 

Milli 

Palaferri 
 

 

 

26)  
 

Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

 

9:00am 
Bible Study 

 
 

2:00pm 
City Church 

 
 
 

27) 

7:00pm 
Elders Mtg. 

 

 

7pm-8pm 
AA Men’s 
Meeting 

28) 

6:00pm 
Small Group 

Zoom 

29) 

8:00am 
Morning 
Devotion 

 

 
7:00pm 

Bible Study 
Zoom 

 

30) Front Porch 
 
7:00am-8am 

AA Men’s 
Meeting 

 

 
6:30pm 

Worship  
Rehearsal 

31) 
5:00pm 

Live at Five 
Recovery 

 

 
 

      

 

Mission 
Sunday 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Worship Service 

10:30am 

& 

Live Stream 

Pbchristian.com 

Or 

Facebook page 

Calendar Notes:____________________________________________________________________________         

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________   



REFLECTION 

REMEMBER TO SMILE 

The next book in our Pastor’s Book Club series is    

entitled Everything Happens for a Reason – And 

Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler.  We           

sometimes find comfort in believing that everything 

happens for a reason...that somehow God is control 

of everything.  But that belief can also cause turmoil 

and pain in the face of a life-changing terminal       

illness.  Kate Bowler was both a dedicated Christian 

and seminary professor when 

she was diagnosed with Stage 

IV cancer in her 30’s as a 

young wife and mother.  In this 

book she shares the pain and 

joy of living with uncertainty as 

she reflects on faith, friend-

ship, love and death.  Books 

are available at the church or 

on-line via Amazon.  

 

PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB 
6:00 pm, March 19 Simple Kindnesses 




