Pacific Beach Christian Church
The Front Porch– July 28, 2022

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” – Philippians 1:3-5
The Apostle Paul had a deep and abiding fondness for the Philippian church. He expressed it multiple times in
multiple ways when he wrote his letter to them. His ministry would take him elsewhere, but he was always grateful
for his time with them. I feel that way about Rip and Leah Rippetoe. When they first moved to San Diego from
Louisville they would have been warmly welcomed at any of our Disciples churches here in the greater San Diego area.
They brought with them a wealth of ministry experience and a passion to serve. So it was no small blessing when they
decided to make PBCC their church home six years ago. Rip was in the homestretch of a decade-long journey through
seminary, somehow finding a way to earn his M.Div degree and make it through the ordination process, all while
holding down a very demanding full-time job in the convention business. Their relocating to San Diego was so Rip
could serve as the CEO of the San Diego Convention Center. For most people, that responsibility would have kept
them from finishing seminary. Not Rip. He found a way, in no small part thanks to Leah’s willingness to step into the
gaps to free up whatever spare time he had for studying. And so four years ago we were privileged to celebrate with
both of them in Rip’s ordination here at PBCC. It was then we were also able to welcome Rip on staff as a part-time
Associate Pastor. And while more than half of that time was spent navigating Covid together, I thank God we had Rip
on staff to lead us forward in upgrading our technology to keep people connected, while also helping to create
protocols to keep people safe. And throughout Leah was serving as an elder, board member, and singer on our
worship team. So while they will be bringing their time with us to a close this Sunday, like Paul I will give God thanks
every time I remember them because of their sharing in the gospel these last six years.
I also want to acknowledge with great appreciation and gratitude the contributions made by Sylvia Trenton the last 12
years. Sylvia served on the Search team that brought Jeff and Aurora Bishop to our church as our Worship Leaders.
Little did she know then that she would be asked to play the piano as part of that worship team. She has done so
faithfully until earlier this month and we have been blessed abundantly by her many musical contributions. While she
is most comfortable playing the piano, she stretched out of her comfort zone to play the organ for some of the
traditional hymns that still have meaning for many in our congregation. She even created last year’s Christmas Eve
service and helped guide and direct our children and youth. It was an amazing accomplishment and reflected well on
her many gifts and talents. And so I also thank God for all the ways Sylvia has shared in the gospel these last 12 years.
Fortunately she and Doug will remain in our church actively serving in other ways, including as elders. But Sylvia’s
many contributions to our worship services will long be remembered with joy and gratitude.
Indeed, we have been blessed abundantly in this church by these servant-leaders who have shared their love for God
in profound ways. Please join me in giving thanks for their lives, their ministry, and their witness.
In gratitude,
Brian

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
08/06
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Brian and Laura Daly
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James Bishop
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Pete Mendoza
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Tim Daly
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Nick Dimakos
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John Monteiro
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Casey Smith

08/24

Debbie Tedford

08/25

J. Williams

Dieter Steinrichter: prayers for Dieter as his dementia progresses and following a surgery last
weekend to repair a broken arm suffered in a fall
Milli Palaferri: prayers for Milli after recently
being placed under hospice care
David Smith and Family: prayers for David following the death of his cousin
Denny Dwyer: prayers for Denny folowing her
decision to forego chemotherapy treatments after
suffering multiple infections
Kurt Allen: prayers for Kurt as he continues his
treatment for cancer and prepares for a bone marrow transplant next month
Melanie McCabe: prayers for Melanie as she prepares for radiation treatment of cervical cancer
Mike & La Donna Dwyer: prayers of thanks that
Mike and La Donna are now Covid-free
Wendy & David Lloyd: prayers of thanks that
Wendy and David are now Covid-free
Roger & Susana Clark: prayers of thanks that
Roger and Susana are now Covid-free
Tom Corbin: prayers for Susan Linder’s uncle as
he begins treatment for cancer

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
PHIL & NANCY FOWLER

We are happy to welcome Phil and Nancy Fowler
as the newest members of our church family. Phil
JUNE Giving Update
We are grateful for your continued support of our and Nancy have been worshiping with us the last
ministry during this challenging time. The follow- several months and came forward last Sunday to
officially make PBCC their church home. The
ing are our giving totals through the end of June.
Fowlers are long-time Disciples and have served
several DOC churches in our Region. Nancy is also
General Fund (June)
General Fund (YTD)
an ordained DOC minister with extensive
Budgeted: $ 15,100
Budgeted: $196,300
experience in the Compassion Practice and in
Received: $ 8,948
Received: $177,312
facilitating grief workshops and support groups.
Year-end Deficit: ($18,988) We are blessed to count them as part of our family
of faith and look forward to partnering with them
*Note: our deficit in giving was offset by
as we serve God together in and through our
having less expenses than budgeted by
church!
$15,957. Thus our actual operating deficit
Phil & Nancy Fowler
for the 2021-22 fiscal year was ($3,031).
3335 Willard St.
San Diego, CA 92122

Building Fund (June)
Budgeted: $ 2,168
Received: $ 1,850

Building Fund (YTD
Budgeted: $26,016
Received: $ 21.038
Year-end Deficit: ($4,978)

Nancy
fowlernancyl@aol.com
858-349-1584
Phil
philmfowler@aol.com
858-349-8751

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
This Sunday from 9-10am is the last of the current
series on the Minor Prophets led by Dr. Michael
Kinnamon. So come join us for this interactive
exploration on the book of Daniel. You can also join
the study on-line via Zoom. The Zoom link is:

HAPPY 99th BIRTHDAY
MARJORIE SWAILES!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5900701883
pwd=M0Q0bkp3VnR0Y3o4Z0YwMnorcnVWUT09

Passcode: pbcc

TALENT NIGHT IS BACK-Aug. 7th
We invite those wanting to be a part of Talent Night
to either sign up on the sign up sheet at church or
contact the church office. Please indicate if you will
need musical back up.
More information will follow on practice times. The
performance will be at 5pm followed by pizza and
outdoor fellowship.
This is one of our most popular events and so fun!
We look forward to seeing you there as a performer
or in the audience.

PRIDE FESTIVAL-JULY 16-17

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY
MELBA PAGE!

REFLECTION

PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB
The next book in our Pastor’s Book Club series is
entitled God on Mute by Pete Greig. In this book
Greig shares from his personal journey following
his wife’s fight for her life following the diagnosis
of a debilitating brain tumor. He wrestles with the
timeless questions of what it means to suffer and
to pray only to encounter silence. In this heartsearching, honest and deeply profound book,
Greig looks at the hard side of prayer, how to
respond when there seem to be no answers, and
how to cope with those who want
to give us answers and interpret
our experience for us. Ultimately
this is a story of faith, hope and
love
beyond
understanding.
Books are available at the church
or on Amazon and our discussion
will be September 25th.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

REMEMBER TO SMILE

The Wednesday night Bible Study began a series
on the book of 1 Samuel on July 6th. The group
meets via Zoom, so if you would like the Zoom
link contact Carolyn Hernandez or the church
office. The Wednesday night group will continue
to meet during the summer months.

Sunday Worship
Worship Service
10:30am
&
Live Stream
Pbchristian.com
Or
Facebook page
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