Pacific Beach Christian Church
The Front Porch– June 23, 2022

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?”
Romans 10:14
It’s no secret the Church is struggling to reach young people. With each generation there are less and less people
who identify with a particular religious tradition, including Christianity. The fastest growing group in survey
after survey are those who identify as “spiritual but not religious”. As one who has found faith to be a gift and
blessing as I navigate life, I am always curious why people have been turned off to the Christian faith (though I
certainly have some ideas). So occasionally I will simply ask. I had opportunity to spend time with a 19-year old
niece last weekend whose family is not religious, but who used to go to a Christian youth group with friends
when she was in high school. I asked if she had sought out anything similar in college. She hadn’t, in part
because she didn’t know anyone who did. So I asked her why she thinks so many in her age group are turned off
to the Christian faith (or any faith for that matter). Without hesitating she said, “They don’t know there are
other kinds of churches.” When I asked for clarification she said that a lot of people her age think Christians are
judgmental. And that’s a real turn off. I’m sure there are other reasons, but that was the first one she named.
That conversation has been lingering with me this week. If we’re honest, we can be judgmental. Too often the
Church has merely reflected the world in which we live…deeply divided and highly suspect of those who think,
believe or worship differently. But as Brian McLaren has often said, the alternative to bad church is not no
church, it is good church. We can do church better. At our best I believe we have experienced some of that
‘better’ here at PB Christian. I think we have a beautiful community of faith where a wide spectrum of God’s
children have experienced the love of God in meaningful ways. But how do we invite others into that experience?
How do we give witness to those who don’t know there are churches like ours? How do we extend a genuine
welcome to people who haven’t always felt welcome in the church? It starts with relationships. People we know
seeing something in us that reflects the light and love of Christ, not judgment. Is there someone in your life…a
friend, family member, neighbor, co-worker, classmate…that you can share that light and love with? And
sometimes it happens outside the web of relationships in our life. Sometimes we have to be intentional about
meeting people where they are and giving witness to a different way. That’s why our church is participating in
PRIDE next month at Balboa Park (see the article inside this edition of the Front Porch). We will be partnering
with Beloved Christian Church in hosting a booth that will invite people to come write a prayer that will be linked
into a colorful prayer chain. And hopefully along the way we will have opportunity to share a light and love that
some of them may not know exists in the church. I am convinced that in our increasingly chaotic world there are
more and more people longing for a meaningful spiritual connection to God and to a loving and welcoming
community of faith. Are we going to invite them?
Brian

JUNE & JULY ANNIVERSARIES
06/25

Jack & Kelley Dapra

06/28

Dieter & Margaret Steinrichter

07/12

Kyle & Dani Griffith

07/13

Ken & Rina Nordholm

07/14

Chris & Amanda Gille

JUNE & JULY BIRTHDAYS
06/24

Tiffany Gilmore

06/27

Brendan Daly

06/28

Darwin Mann

06/29

Nolan Julian

06/30

Marjorie Swailes

07/05

Priscila Monteiro

07/07

Dusty Dacus

07/08

Howard Williams

07/10

Bill Morrison

07/11

Melba Page

07/14

Kira Johnson

07/14

Alyssa McMoran

07/15

Brian Daly

07/15

Sandy Roberts

07/19

Bob Davila

07/19

Kevin Osbourne

07/21

Kyle Griffith

07/21

Aurora Bishop

07/25

Mike Neal

07/26

Marin VanNoord

07/27

Ryan Brolliar

07/28

Craig Johnson

07/29

Marta Morrison

July is hot afternoons and sultry nights and mornings
when it’s a joy just to be alive. July is a picnic and a red
canoe and a sunburned neck and a softball game and ice
tinkling in a tall glass. July is a blind date with summer.

Dieter and Margaret Steinrichter: prayers for both as
Dieter transitions to a memory-impaired care center
David Smith and Family: prayers for David and his
family following the death of David’s mother
Michael Kinnamon and Family: prayers for Michael
and his family following the death of his step-mother
Denny Dwyer: prayers for Denny as she continues her
treatment for cancer
Kurt Allen: prayers for Kurt as he continues his
treatment for cancer
Melanie McCabe: prayers for Melanie as she prepares
for treatment of cervical cancer
Andy Johnson: prayers for Brian and Bear’s extended
family member recently diagnosed with ALS
Debbie Haugh: prayers for Jill McIlwain’s good friend
who has a cyst on the brain
Don and Lois Owsley: prayers for Jeff and Aurora
Bishop’s friends after Don was diagnosed with colon
cancer
Esha Hamill: prayers for Michael Kinnamon’s granddaughter as she continues to heal from a recent brain
surgery

ELECTION RESULTS
We are grateful to those who participated in this year’s
election of our church leaders earlier this month. We are
also grateful to those who accepted the call to serve the
church. The following are the new leaders who were
elected in a unanimous 48-0 vote.
President – Craig Johnson (serving one year to
complete Sandy Roberts’ term)
Vice-President – Dani Griffith (two-year term)
Treasurer – Christian Julian (two-year term)
Inward Member-at-Large – Howard Williams
(two-year term)
Elder – Michael Kinnamon
Deacons – Alex and Priscila Monteiro,
Jay Williams
We also extend our gratitude to the Nominating
Committee for a job well done...Lyn Beattie, Jan
Julian and Marilyn Zanchetta. Thank you for
serving!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE
STUDY
The Wednesday night Bible Study will continue a
series on the book of Ruth. The group meets via
Zoom, so if you would like the Zoom link contact
Carolyn Hernandez or the church office. The
Wednesday night group will continue to meet
during the summer months.

CONSECRATION SUNDAY-July 17th

Melba Turns 100!!!

We will take time in worship on Sunday, July 17th, to
consecrate those who will be serving the church in
new leadership positions. We encourage all new
and continuing board members, elders and deacons
to be present on the 17th as we ask God collectively
to fill, guide and inspire those who will be leading
and serving the church in the year ahead.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Michael Kinnamon is leading a 10-week Bible Study
series on Sunday mornings from 9-10am in the
fellowship area. This series takes a fresh look at the
Minor Prophets. These Old Testament books are
often passed over by many Christians, but Michael
will help us to see their relevance for our 21st
century culture and faith. So come join us for this
interactive exploration of these ancient yet
meaningful prophetic books. You can also join the
study on-line via Zoom. The Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5900701883
pwd=M0Q0bkp3VnR0Y3o4Z0YwMnorcnVWUT09

Passcode: pbcc
You are invited to join in on any Sunday. The series
ends on July 31st.

MAY Giving Update
We are grateful for your continued support of our
ministry during this challenging time. The following
are our giving totals through the end of May.
General Fund (May)
Budgeted: $18,875
Received: $14,047

General Fund (YTD)
Budgeted: $181,200
Received: $168,364

Building Fund (May)
Budgeted: $2,168
Received: $705

Building Fund (YTD
Budgeted: $23,848
Received: $19,188

TALENT NIGHT IS BACK-Aug. 7th
We invite those wanting to be a part of Talent Night
to either sign up on the sign up sheet at church or
contact the church office. Please indicate if you will
need musical back up.
More information will follow on practice times and
the time for the actual performance on August 7th.
This is one of our most popular events and so fun!
We look forward to seeing you there as a performer
or in the audience.

Our beloved Melba Page is turning 100 years old
on July 11th. Melba served our church as the
Nursery Attendant for almost 30 years up until
about 5 years ago (when she was a young and spry
95 years old). While her mobility has diminished
some, she continues to cherish her connection to
our church and the many children she has touched
and inspired through the years. Should you want
to send Melba a birthday card she would love to
hear from you:
Melba Page
4321 Mt. Hukee Ave.
San Diego, CA 92117

PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB-July
24th
We invite you to join us in reading the
next book in our Pastor’s Book Club
series:
Disciples: Who We Are & What
Holds Us Together by Michael
Kinnamon and Jan Linn
As the world and American Christianity become
increasingly fragmented, the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) intentionally strives to unite
Christians around an open invitation to the
communion table. Respected Disciples scholars
Michael Kinnamon and Jan Linn look at the
denomination’s first 50 years and pivot to the
future, inviting us to examine and reclaim our
unique gifts as Disciples that might contribute to
the renewal and witness of the wider Church. We
have sold out of books at the church, but you can
order a copy at www.chalicepress.com. Join us on
July 24th for a discussion of the book that will
include the author and PB Christian Church
member, Michael Kinnamon.

REFLECTION

Summer Camp at Loch Leven

By Amanda Gorman

Ms. Gorman is a poet and wrote this reflection following the
tragic school shooting in Uvalde, Texas last month.

Everything hurts,
Our hearts shadowed and strange,
Minds made muddied and mute.
We carry tragedy, terrifying and true.
And yet none of it is new;
We knew it as home,
As horror,
As heritage.
Even our children
Cannot be children,
Cannot be.
Everything hurts.
It’s a hard time to be alive,
And even harder to stay that way.
We’re burdened to live out these days,
While at the same time, blessed to outlive them.
This alarm is how we know
We must be altered —
That we must differ or die,
That we must triumph or try.
Thus while hate cannot be terminated,
It can be transformed
Into a love that lets us live.
May we not just grieve, but give:
May we not just ache, but act;
May our signed right to bear arms
Never blind our sight from shared harm;
May we choose our children over chaos.
May another innocent never be lost.
Maybe everything hurts,
Our hearts shadowed & strange.
But only when everything hurts
May everything change.

Debbie Bishop is up at Loch Leven this week
with Jillian Griffith, Siri Starker and the rest of
the Chi Rho (middle school) campers. We are so
grateful Loch Leven has been re-opened after
being closed the last two summers due to the
pandemic. Please join us in praying for Debbie,
the rest of the camp staff and all of the campers!
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We Celebrate Our Graduates
We celebrate all of this month’s graduates, but we give
special kudos to Lance Johnson and Brody McMoran as
they graduate from high school and begin the next
chapter in their lives and spiritual journeys. Go with
God and with the love of your church family wherever
you go, Lance and Brody!

CONGREGATIONAL
LUNCHEON

Sunday, June 26th/2pm/1074 Loring Street

PRIDE CELEBRATION
July 16 & 17
Our church has been invited by Rev. Dale Suggs and
our sister congregation, Beloved Christian Church,
to partner with them in hosting a booth at next
month’s PRIDE Celebration in Balboa Park. It will
be a way for us to provide a witness to our LGBTQ
sisters and brothers that they are beloved children
of God. It will also allow us an opportunity to invite
participants to write out prayers that will be
connected together in rainbow colors to form a
beautiful prayer chain. We welcome volunteers to
take 2-3 hour shifts at the booth on either Saturday
or Sunday. We also welcome volunteers who would
be willing to help provide shuttle service to and
from Balboa Park since parking near the park will
be difficult. Please reach out to anyone on our
PRIDE planning team if you would like to
volunteer: Kyle & Dani Griffith, Jay Williams,
Carolyn Hernandez or Brian Daly.
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